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PROGRAMME

Conference moderator: Barbara Uranjek, CEO, British Slovenian Chamber of Commerce
08:30 - 09:00

Registration, networking and refreshments

09:00 - 09:05
09:05 - 09:15

Welcome
Liz McAreavey, Chief Executive, Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce
His Excellency Tadej Rupel, Ambassador of the Republic of
Slovenia to the United Kingdom

09:15 - 09:25

Keynote address
To be announced

09:25 - 09:45

Slovenia as an investment destination
Presentation by Matej Skočir, Head of the Internationalisation
Division, Slovenian Ministry of Economic Development and
Technology

09:45 - 10:00

Investment opportunities
Presentation by Dr Imre Balogh, CEO, Slovenian Bank Asset
Management Company

10:00 - 10:30

Why invest in Slovenia?
Panel discussion moderated by Anne-Marie Martin, Chief
Executive, COBCOE, with:
– Andrej Božič, President, Glass Division, Ampelus Holding,
Steklarna Hrastnik Parent Company
– Miha Žerko, President, British-Slovenian Chamber of Commerce
– Jim Walsh, CEO, Steklarna Rogaška

10:30 - 11:00

Networking and refreshments
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Special Focus – internationalisation and Smart Specialisations Strategies
The Scottish Government has launched its ambitious Smart Sectors strategy for business 2014-2020 with
support from the European Commission, to encourage the internationalisation of SMEs.
This event is also aimed at companies looking to invest in areas of the Slovenian Smart Specialisations
Strategy, including smart use of resources, smart cities and communities, smart buildings and homes,
smart factories, health/medicine, networks for the transition to circular economy, sustainable food
production, smart mobility and sustainable tourism, and companies working in green technologies.

INVEST IN
IN SLOVENIA
BACKGROUND
Slovenia is a fast growing economy in the
Central Eastern Europe region. It has a strategic
location in the north Adriatic, where the
Mediterranean and Baltic coridors intersect,
with good links to Central and Eastern Europe,
an excellent transport infrastructure and a very
competitive port on the Adriatic Sea.
A good education system and high proficiency
in English means the Slovenian workforce
is well educated and highly skilled in a
range of industries with many centres of
excellence, industry clusters, and research
and development hubs. Economic disputes are
rare and wages are very reasonable for the level of
education and skills of the local workforce.
Having been a democracy since 1991, Slovenia is
politically stable. It joined the EU in 2004, adopting
the euro currency in 2007. The corporate culture
of transparency and accountability combined with
observance of international technical standards,
personal integrity and company loyalty all help to
make the foreign manager’s job easier.
In recent years, investor confidence has grown
following legal and institutional reforms. Starting a

company is straightforward and easy using singleaccess points to register a limited liability company,
obtain a construction permit or carry out any other
administrative procedures.
Slovenia’s main industries include Automotive,
Chemical and Pharmaceuticals, Electrical &
Electronics, ICT, Logistics & Distribution, Machining
& Metalworking, Wood processing and Tourism.
The government is now making the country an
exemplary model of green values in Europe and
proving that collaboration between business,
science and the government can create digital
solutions to improve people’s lives through the
Slovenian Smart Specialisations Strategy.

